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HOMEBUILDERS NEWS 

A Building Force 

                       PUBLISHED BY THE HBA OF THE MID-OHIO VALLEY                        May 2009 

PRESIDENT, DAVID VAN HORN 304-481-7604         EXECUTIVE OFFICER, JANE DAVIS 304-428-6321 

                                                               E-Mail Address: hba26101@yahoo.com                              304-483-6403 

 

Monthly Dinner Meeting–Thursday, May 7th  
The Parkersburg Country Club 

Social Hour:  6:15 p.m.  Dinner:  7:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: Carmen Shafer   

Presentation: Shafer Safety Solutions LLC- “What To Do When OSHA Shows”  

 

Upcoming Events           2
nd

 Quarter 2009 
 

May 2009  
07– Dinner Meeting–Parkersburg Country Club 

15 & 16 – Relay for Life - Parkersburg City Park 

21– Board of Directors Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

June 2009 
04 -Dinner Meeting-Parkersburg Country Club 

18 - Board of Directors Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.  

 

July 2009 
02 – Dinner Meeting – Parkersburg Country Club 

17 – Summer State Board Meeting – Days Inn 

18 – Summer State Board Meeting - Days Inn 

 

Sign up a new member and get 2 spike credits.  This is a quick 

way to become a LIFE SPIKE. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

Lowe‟s 

WVU at Parkersburg 

 

MEMBER RENEWALS’S 
Miller Communication 

Grogg’s Heating & Air Conditioning 

Carroll Baker 

Wood County Technical Center 

Home Depot 

Huntington Bank 

Miller Door 

Pioneer Supply 

Reed’s Inc. 

Brammer Construction Inc. 

Jefferds Corporation 

Kevin Roberts Construction 

Smith Concrete 

Logan Insulating Inc. 

Clear Channel  

Norandex 

 

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING!! 

   TTOOPP  SSPPIIKKEE  PPOOIINNTTSS  

238.5  

143.0  

99.0 

85  

84.5 

58.5 

46  

25.5  

20  
 

Carroll Baker  

Dave Fleming  

Debbie McGuire  

John Farnsworth 

David Van Horn  

Kevin Roberts  

Jeffry Martin  

John Cremeans  

Robert Goldenberg 

mailto:hba26101@yahoo.com
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BBEE  AA  GGUUEESSTT  SSPPEEAAKKEERR  AATT  TTHHEE  HHOOMM EE  BBUUIILLDDEERRSS  DDIINNNNEERR  MM EEEETTIINNGG  

Be a guest speaker and share your knowledge with other members of the HBA. Call your Executive 
Officer and schedule your month and topic. We need speakers for June, July, August, October and November.  

  

WHY SHOULD YOU ATTEND HBA DINNER MEETING” 

 

On the April 2
nd

 dinner meeting Pam Bayer of Wesbanco had her name drawn for a $50.00 gift card. She was not in 

attendance; therefore she had missed out on the gift card.  On the March 5
th
 dinner meeting Debbie McGuire had her 

name drawn, she was in attendance, therefore her next year dues will be paid by the Association. At the May 7
th
 

dinner meeting we will try to give away the $50.00 gift certificate again.  

 

YOU HAVE TO BE THERE TO WIN!!!!!! 

 
BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR TO ATTEND THE MAY 7

TH
 DINNER MEETING. YOU CAN ALSO 

CALL THE OFFICE AND CONFIRM YOUR RESERVATION. 
  

“ATTENTION” 

REMEMBER TO RENEW  

 

If you see any of these members please remind them to renew their dues very soon. 

 

Joe Barnett – Alltel 

Joe Pope – Amadeus LLC 

Century 21 Realty 

Clayton Huber – Top General Building Contractor 

Jim Parker – Arrow Concrete 

Kevin Nutter – Crescent & Sprague Supply 

Todd Frampton – Ferguson Enterprises 

William Gandee – Gandee Construction 

Joe Brookover - Hajoca 

 

WE NEED WALKERS 
Relay for Life May 15

th
 and 16

th
 

We need walkers from Friday May 15
th
 starting 

at 8:30am through Saturday May 16
th
 until 

Noon. Call the office and select your time. 

Thank You 

 

Our condolences go out to Carol Baker, his daughter in-law 
passed away April 21, 2009 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT DAVID VAN HORN 
 

I recently asked several people at our local mall a few questions! 

 

1.   Do you know anything about the Home Builders Association? 

Answer:  Several No‟s….Yes; they put on the Home Show. 

2.   Have you ever used a member of the Home Builders Association to do work at your house? 

Answer:  I don‟t think so. 

3.   Do you know what the Home Builders Association stands for and what it is that they do? 

Answers:  Several no‟s…..a couple stating that “they must build houses”. 

 

This was shocking to me and I am sure that these questions and answers would probably be the same throughout our state.  This is 

embarrassing because we are entering our fiftieths (50) year of existence and for people not to know who the HBA is and what we stand 

for is terrible!! Furthermore, we have over 46,000 licensed contractors and our organization is 785 strong.   What is that …1.65 

percent….Now, to me that should tell us, the HBA of WV that we need to get our act together and do something about this issue.  All I 

heard at the winter board meeting was WE are expecting to lose 8 to 10 percent of our members this year alone. So, I decided to spend a 

couple hours on three different days and guess what, I signed four new members and got an old member to rejoin.  Now….this showed me 

that if I really tried, I could sell the organization to anyone and fairly easy. 
 

NOW 
 

   I am asking everyone to simply stop and talk to a builder that you see working or stop at a vendors store and show and tell them about 

the Home Builders Association.  YOU might be surprised who you may be able to sign up.   MY goal is to increase this membership by a 

minimum of 10 percent this year and to keep our retention at 90% percent.  

 

What can we do to help build our membership, keep our retention at 90% and to make the area aware of the HBAWV. 

 

A.  Advertising  

      1.  Start advertising on a regular basis.  News papers, weather crawl on TV, local real estate guides, sporting events, do a segment on 

TV or radio, billboards. A large poster board at the Mall entrance advertising the HBA and what they stand for, with a phone number for 

more information.  Posters at checkout counters 

 

      2.  How about trying an afterhours series at your local eatery or pubs.  Invite builders and vendors alike to a round table session and 

simply talk about the HBA and all the advantages of being a member.  

 

3.  Visit your local schools and talk to the teachers and the kids.  We have chapters available for students.  We have competitions 

each year for students. These young men and women are our future and we need to get them involved at this early age. 

 

B.  Dinner meetings, other events 

1.  Improve on your dinner meetings:  We need to have a dinner meeting each and every month. These once every three months 

dinner  meetings keep us from being successful because we only see each other for an hour or so and you really don‟t  have chance to 

really talk about critical issues, or meet new people, or even be able to come up with strategies about selling the Association to anyone 

else.   

  2.   Have special events, like planning a family type summer outing.  Have a scheduled Christmas event, one for the kids and one 

for the adults.  Have a golf outing, a home show.  These are just a few ideas, be creative.   Finally, call your other executive officers and 

see what works for them.  Although these may take a few hours of your time, this is very important time, well spent, and the benefits will 

far outweigh the time invested, possibly more than you can imagine. 

 

As your president, I am trying new things as you already know.  I ask you all to help bring this organization up to a level that most West 

Virginian‟s will recognize when the name Home Builders association is spoken.  Our weakest link to success right now is ourselves, so 

please take a few moments and talk to your fellow builder friends and vendors about joining this great organization. 

 
As always, your comments, suggestions are very much welcomed and appreciated. 

Remember!   “TEAM WORK WORKS” 

 

Sincerely David Van Horn 
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Mind the Gap 
 

How about four ways to reduce energy cost in any home: Imagine leaving a window open all winter long-the heat loss, cold 

drafts, and wasted energy! If your home has a folding attic stair, a whole-house fan or AC return, a fireplace, or a clothes dryer, 

that may be just what is occurring in your home every day. These often overlooked sources of heat loss and air leakage can 

cause heat out pour out and the cold outside air to rush in-costing you higher heating bills. 

 

Air leaks are the largest source of heating and cooling loss in the home. Air leaks occur through the small cracks around doors, 

windows, pipes, etc. Most homeowners are well aware of the benefits caulk and weather-stripping provides to minimize heat 

loss and cold drafts. But what can you do about the four largest holes in your home-the folding attic stair, the whole-house fan 

or AC returns, the fireplace, and the clothe dryer Here are some tips and techniques that can easily, quickly, and inexpensively 

seal and insulate these holes. 

 

Attic Stairs: An easy, low-cost solution to this problem is to add an attic stair cover. An attic stair cover provides an air seal, 

reducing the air leaks. Add the desired amount of insulation over the cover to restore the insulation removed from the ceiling. 

 

Whole-House Fans and AC Returns: An easy, low-cost solution to this problem is to add a whole-house fan cover. Installed 

from the attic side, the whole-house fan cover is invisible. Cover the fan to reduce heating and air-conditioning less; remove it 

when use of the fan is desired. 

 

Fireplaces: A recent study showed that, for many consumers, their heating bills may be more that $50 higher; per winter due to 

the air leakage and wasted energy caused by fireplaces. An easy, low-cost solution to this problem is to add a fireplace draft 

topper. Available from Battic Door, companies known for its energy conservation products, a fireplace draft stopper is an 

inflatable pillow that seals the damper, eliminating any air leaks. The pillow is removed whenever the fireplace is used, then 

reinserted after. 

 

Clothes Dryer Exhaust Ducts: An easy, low-cost solution to this problem is to add a dryer vent seal. This will reduce 

unwanted air infiltration and keep out pests, bees, and rodents. The vent will remain closed unless dryer is in use. When the 

dryer is in use, a floating shuttle rises to allow warm air, lint, and moisture to escape. 

If your home has a folding attic stair, a whole-house fan, an AC return, a fireplace, or a clothes dryer, you can easily, quickly, 

and inexpensively seal and insulate these holes. 

 

 

  

 

 

      
 

MAY MEMBERSHIP MADNESS 
 

Membership is the backbone of every organization. As Daveôs letter indicated we need to improve our 
membership. Any members can sponsor a new member. Ask a friend or your customer to join our 

Home Builders Association. If they join and are approved for membership; the sponsor will receive a 
$25.00 gift card from wherever the sponsor wants. 

REMEMBER the dues are $295.00 per year. For an application call the office at 304-428-6321 or 
304-483-6403, recruit as many members as you can and earn a $25.00 gift care for each new 

member. 
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Making your connection to the latest housing industry news and information 
 

1) Got to www.nahb.org 

 

2) Click on the blue “Members Log In‟ button 

 

3) Go to the First Time User page 

 

4) Enter your Local HBA and NAHB Access numbers to verify these numbers, call 800-368-5242 x 0 or e-mail us 

at  login@nahn.org 

 

5) Create your Username and Password 

 

6) Once you‟ve created your username and password, check the „Remember My User and Password‟ box and the 

system will recognize you when you return. 

        

 

MEMBERS RENEWAL REMINDER 

 

May     June     July 
 Huffman Truss                Ameri-Craft    AB Contracting Inc. 

Sherwin Williams               Badger Lumber    Bosley Rental & Supply Co. 

State Electric Supply Co.               Farm Credit & Country Mortgages  Cameron Construction 

                                            John Farnsworth    Curtis Miller Insurance Agency 

                  Pella Virginia Inc.   Dobbins Builders 

                  Steers Heating & Cooling   Doolin Security Savings Bank 

                  The Parkersburg News & Sentinel  Headlee Builders 

                       Johnson General Contractors 

                       Matheny Volvo & GMC Truck 

                       Peerless Block & Brick Co. 

                       Shafer Safety Solutions 

                       Shirt Tales 

                       SRM Development 

                       T.Q.S. Granite & Marble 

http://www.nahb.org/
mailto:login@nahn.org
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Home Builders Association of Mid -Ohio Valley  

 

Mission Statement  
 

The Home Builders Association of the Mid -Ohio Valley is an 

association of professional builders and building industry 

representatives.  We seek to insure the growth and 

integrity of our industry through leadership, innovations, 

and education.  This shall b e accomplished in partnership 

with our customers, our local communities, and by 

addressing legislative and regulatory issues.   

 

 

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION  

OF THE MID-OHIO VALLEY 

P.O. Box 556 

Parkersburg, WV  26102 

 
A MEMBER OF THE HOME BUILDERS 

ASSOCIATION OF WEST VIRGINIA 


